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PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to outline guidelines for use of the computers and Internet when accessed through

services provided by the Pershing County Business Resource Center (BRC).

BACKGROUND:

The profusion of useful information available over the Internet continues to grow and all projections envision the Internet as a major source for providing information content in the future. The BRC can better serve community informational needs by providing access to the Internet for our patrons.

GUIDELINES FOR USE:

Computer users at the BRC agree to responsible use of the programs and equipment. This includes:

1. Use of public access computers and Internet is strictly on a "first-come, first-served" basis.

2. Parents, and not the BRC, have the responsibility to supervise and guide the use of the Internet by their children.
3. Refraining from illegal and unethical use of the Internet.

4. Respecting intellectual property by only downloading or transferring information or computer files with proper permission and only to a personal disk or jump drive. 

5. Respecting the privacy of others; avoiding activities which may be disruptive to others.

6. Not altering, removing or damaging configurations, software or hardware on BRC computers.
7. Not using the BRC computers to browse, create, transmit, print or otherwise distribute: pornographic, obscene or sexually explicit materials, as well as racist, sexist or homophobic materials. 

8. The Internet consists of resources outside of the BRC. Some material may not be completely accurate, complete or current. Some material may be considered offensive. The BRC has no control over the material on the Internet other than what it has directly posted via its own home page. The BRC cannot assure the validity of all information, nor can it protect the public from offensive material. The BRC cannot assure access to all resources at any given time as they may be busy, available only to authorized persons, or may no longer be available. 

· Minors between the ages of 17 and 18 may use the Internet with a signed parental consent form. This form is to be signed by a parent or legal guardian. Parental consent forms will be verified by staff.

9. BRC and Community Center staff cannot provide detailed help or individual instruction on the use of the Internet or any Web Sites the patron may be using or interested in accessing. However, staff will make every effort to assist users with the Internet, and may also refer users to BRC material which may be helpful.

10. The BRC will provide access to the World Wide Web but does not provide patrons with other fee-based services including, but not limited to: email, telnet, newsgroups, FTP (file transfer protocol), Archie, Gopher, Chat Rooms or IRC.

11. The BRC is not liable for costs incurred through patron use of fee-based services.

12. Downloading and saving of any files may only be done to an external drive, i.e., flash drive. 
13. Files may be printed from the Internet at a cost designated by the BRC.
14. It is not appropriate to use Internet privileges to interfere with or disrupt other users, services or equipment. Disruptions include, but are not limited to, distribution of unsolicited advertising, harassment, propagation of computer viruses, or use of the network to make unauthorized entry to any other machine. Patrons will not use the Internet for any illegal activity, or place any text, data, graphics, images, messages, communications, files or other material related to any illegal activity on the Internet. 
15. The BRC may suspend or terminate Internet privileges if the BRC reasonably believes that any user has violated these policy guidelines. The BRC will review these matters on a case-by-case basis. 

It is strongly recommended that you do not use our networks to transmit personal, financial or legal data.  It is not possible for the BRC to protect you against malicious theft or interception of such data transmitted over the Internet.

________________________________________




_________________
User Signature
 (Adult)







Date

________________________________________

Minor’s Name

________________________________________




___________________

Parent/Guardian of Minor








Date

________________________________________

Telephone Contact Number

Please turn completed form into the on duty BRC Coordinator or to the UNCE Administrative Assistant if Coordinator not available. 
